5 Things to Know About

Vaccinating Your Child

Vaccines are safe and
effective

Before a vaccine can be used in the
U.S,, itis thoroughly tested. It must
be shown to be safe and effective in
clinical trials. If the benefits are not
greater than the risks, the vaccine
will not be approved.

The recommended
vaccine schedule is your
child’s best protection

Childhood vaccines are timed

to give strong protection before
your child is ever exposed to a
dangerous disease. Your child’s
immune system fights viruses
and bacteria every day — it can
handle the recommended vaccine
schedule.

Vaccines do not cause
autism

Studies and reviews following
millions of children from around the
world have shown that there is no
connection between autism and
childhood vaccines.

Vaccine-preventable
diseases are a threat

Though many of these diseases
are rare in the U.S., they still
spread in other parts of the world.
Unvaccinated travelers can catch a
disease and bring it to the U.S.

Breastfed babies need
vaccines, too

Breast milk provides protection
from things like colds, ear
infections and diarrhea, but will
not protect against all diseases.
Childhood vaccines are the best
defense as your child grows.

Questions?

Talk to your healthcare
provider to see if your child is
up-to-date on vaccinations.
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